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Provision of information as perceived by nurses in depopulated area
medical regions receiving elderly patients transferred from
central medical regions in prefecture A
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation of information provision, as perceived by
nurses in a depopulated area medical care area, when elderly patients are transferred from the central
medical care area to the depopulated medical care area in prefecture A. We conducted a questionnaire-
based survey with nurses engaged in core hospitals of the most depopulated secondary medical area in
A prefecture, and analyzed 204 sets of responses. It was found that 84.3% of nurses considered that
information provision from the previous hospital was generally adequate. However, more than 60.0% of
nurses stated that information provision about thoughts and intentions of both patients and their
families was not adequate. Furthermore, for successful cooperation, 69.8% of nurses felt the need to
clarify and share the purpose of cooperation, and 43.6% needed to understand roles and functions of
both groups at the hospitals. Several patients who live in depopulated areas transfer to hospitals in their
own area from central medical areas. Nurses are required to provided care that respect elderly patients
intentions when they are transferred from central medical areas. Cooperation among hospitals in the
central and depopulated medical areas is important to predict patients living in depopulated area before

transferring to the hospital in the depopulated areas.
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