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Abstract

The objective of this study was to clarify the clinical judgement made by ward nurses in providing
home care transition support for patients and families. A qualitative descriptive approach was adopted
for the study design. The participants included 10 ward nurses with at least 5 years of experience in
home care transition support. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews, and four categories
were extracted as a result of analyzing the data. In promoting home care transition support for patients
and families, ward nurses began by “gaining an understanding of the true intentions of patients

returning home,” which shifted as their medical condition changed. To realize those true intentions, they



“determined the timing of the patient’s return home” while “reconciling the intentions of the patient and

the family.” Furthermore, in accordance with the timing of the patient’s return home, ward nurses “decided

together with the patient and family how to create an environment as close as possible to that desired

by the patient.” In this process, ward nurses always used the true intentions of the patient returning

home as the foundation for their decisions.
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