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Abstract

Nursing as practiced today in Japan began with GHQ-led reforms. Since the post-war reforms, the
evolution of nursing in Japan has followed that of the United States. However, what can be seen at
present is a difference between how the two countries perceive clinical nursing competence. Drawing
on various sources, including archive material, this paper compares and examines nursing and nursing
education in Japan and the country that has so influenced Japan, the United States. It is shown that, in
the United States, nursing professional education and the certification system have developed so as to
become integrated. This has led to a recognition of the necessity for the establishment by nurses
themselves of the establishment of functions. Efforts to gain these functions has propelled the
development of the nursing process. Moreover, the development of the nursing process led to the
establishment of the twentieth century concept of nursing. It was also the driving force in more clearly
defining the societal role of nursing and the recognition by society of the duties that nursing should
fulfil. Together with this it has spurred research into the evaluation of nursing competence and the
criteria for this evaluation, as well as into the definition of such competence and its components. The
nursing process has been imported from the United States into Japan, which in turn has made efforts to
understand the concept and apply it to its own context. However, it is considered that this importation
is linked to differences that have developed between Japan and United States in attitudes towards

safety. The findings from this research should help to provide future direction to a new nursing

professional education that is needed in Japan.
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