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Abstract

On August 7, 2008, Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare agreed to accept 104 Indonesian
nurses. The Japanese government formally and clearly stated that this acceptance was conducted from
the viewpoint of international cooperation based on the economic partnership agreement (EPA) between
Japan and Indonesia. Designing a system for the country to accept foreign nurses has been a new
initiative not only for the Japanese government but also for the Japan Nursing Association, the facilities
hiring them and working nurses at these sites. Furthermore, studying what goes right or wrong in this
initial acceptance will determine part of the criterion for Japan's future acceptance of foreign nurses.

In this study, the author conducted interviews with a group of Indonesian nurses who have been
accepted to work in Japan, in order to learn their actual working and living conditions. The results
showed that a majority of these Indonesian nurses chose to work in Japan due to economic reasons,
such as supporting their families. The main problems they face living in Japan and at the individual
training centers and healthcare organizations are language, communication and expensive living costs.
Additionally, all the subjects were very anxious about their ability to pass the national examination
within the designated period set by Japan. From their comments, the author examined existing issues
in this instance of accepting nurses from foreign countries that should be solved and the desirable

support that the Japanese government, Japan Nursing Association and each healthcare organization

should provide.
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