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Interactions and attitude of nurses who have suffered physical and verbal
abuse from children with Asperger’s disorder
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Abstract

This study explores the interactions of nurses who have been subjected to physical and verbal abuse
from children with Asperger’s disorder, and attitude of nurses which lead to the interactions. Nurses
working in the Medical Treatment Center for Autistic Children were the subjects of this study. A semi-
structured interview was conducted with 10 subjects, who gave their consent. The data was
qualitatively analyzed. The results of this analysis led to the selection of five categories. The categories
that corresponded to attitude of nurses which lead to the interactions were [a sense of duty as a
professional] and [belief in the child’s growth]. The categories that corresponded to actual interactions of
those nurses were [controlling a situation], [sharing information], and [preventing dangerous situations].
The results suggested the following: it is necessary to build a culture in hospital wards, where the
nurses who suffer physical and verbal abuse can express their thoughts to coworkers and superiors
without carrying the burden by themselves, and also to promote educational opportunities and training
to develop a perspective of rehabilitation that will allow nurses to perceive the growth of children with

Asperger’s disorder.
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Abstract

Objectives : Japan is facing a severely decreasing birthrate. Therefore, nursing students have little
practical experience with children. This study aims to clarify the learning of nursing students in clinical
practice at a child care support center.

Methods : The subjects were 63 third-year nursing students who participated in clinical practice for one

day at a child care support center. Data is separated for each context a sense related to the learning ex-



ercise, coded and categorized through abstraction.

Results : The students’ learning was classified into the following five items: “Understanding of the

child's growth and development”; “Understanding of play”; “Methods of interacting with parent and

child”; “Understanding of parent-child relationship”; and “The necessity for environmental maintenance”.
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Abstract

Aim : This study aimed to examine how cancer patients find hope through the process of receiving
outpatient treatment after diagnosis.

Methods @ Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 13 cancer patients receiving outpatient
treatment, and descriptive qualitative analysis was performed.

Results : As a result, the hope for patients was represented as <I still have things to do>. Finding
such hope was shown to be an emotional process for shifting from <I am in a bad condition> and <It is
difficult to recover> to <I feel alive today>. A positive attitude represented as <I can move forward>
while trusting that <I always have someone> appeared to be associated with finding hope.

Conclusion : These results suggest that it is important for outpatient nurses to provide support pro-

moting hope for patients and its development, while fully considering their emotions.
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