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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to use qualitative analysis for evaluating the significance of preoperative
experience of 16 cancer patients who underwent total laryngectomy. The results were categorized as

follows: 1) I thought that total laryngectomy was just a point in time to be passed; I focused on life



beyond that point, 2) I want to continue to have hope for the rest of my life, 3) I have a meaningful life,

4) I feel superior to others, 5) I believe that I chose not to save my voice, but to save my life (i.e, cure

the cancer), and 6) I will deal with the loss of voice in my own way.

The participants were of the belief that total laryngectomy was just a point in time to be passed. A

crisis could be avoided if they focused on their lives beyond that point.
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