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Difference of Thinking on Long-Term Hospitalization
in General Ward between Doctors, Nurses and Families
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Abstract

The difference of thinking on long-term hospitalization between doctors, nurses and families was
studied. The patients we studied were elderly and seriously disabled and hospitalized for more than six
months. Their families had difficulties in taking care of them because of poor manpower, anxiety, high
responsiblity and so on. The doctors judged the low necessity of hospitalization from the stable condition
of patients. There were some differences in nurses’ judgement. It seemed that the differences in the
judgement between doctors, nurses and families were caused by different points of view and insufficient
information on families. The nureses judged the necessity of hospitalization from many points of view.
They were likely to think that families could take easy care of patients, depending on the
nurses’experience. It is considered that early approach to families and regular conference between
doctors, nurses and families are necessary to decrease the gap between them.
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