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A Survey of Perceptions Concerning Radiotherapy and
Radiation-Induced Skin Damage among Patients Discharged
after Having Received Radiotherapy
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Abstract

Adverse radiation—induced reaction and negative images that people have about radiation can
precipitate their having unfavorable views about radiotherapy in general. To date, no survery has been
published that has been designed to investigate and analyze these factors. We recently conducted a survey
of 25 patients who were discharged from hospitals after having undergone radiotherapy, concerning their
awareness and views about radiotherapy —induced skin damage and radiotherapy itself. We also studied
how people in the patients’ environments, felt about the patients’ receiving radiotherapy. The following
results were obstained.

1. Skin danage that had not healed at the time of discharge had become reduced ortended toward
reduction. However, many patients were anxious about the possible development of some new adverse
reactions in the future.



2. Eve though they had actually received radiotherapy, the patienté often had misunderstandings about
that form of treatment. Many patients remained anxious or doubtful about radiotherapy even after

completing their treatment.

3. Despite their actual experience with radiotherapey,many patients were still affected by the idea, held
by many people in our society, that radiation is dreadful and something they want to keep away from.
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