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Abstract

This qualitative factor study evaluated the experiences of elderly early cancer patients waiting for
digestive system endoscopic surgery. The approach referred to Kinoshita's revised version of the
Grounded Theory Approach, and it involved semi-structured interviews of 10 elderly cancer patients

(over 65 years of age). A total of 23 concepts were formed, and their experiences could be explained by



9 categories.

The results for the 9 categories were as follows. Elderly patients were “shocked at being told they

had cancer and became anxious”, and they “expected to receive notice that their lives could be

extended” by the doctor.

Then, the patients “considered the illness to be non-existent” and denied that they were ill. Moreover,

the patients started to “remain calm by themselves”, “had a feeling of life”, and “selected whom to have

contact with”. Furthermore, the patients “was caring about to each other for their family and other

people”, and “adjusted themselves to their family’s reactions”, “sought their existence inside their family”.

Patients created a smaller community than before being told they had cancer, and they tended to limit

their relationships with family and friends.
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