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Interactions and attitude of nurses who have suffered physical and verbal
abuse from children with Asperger’s disorder
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Abstract

This study explores the interactions of nurses who have been subjected to physical and verbal abuse
from children with Asperger’s disorder, and attitude of nurses which lead to the interactions. Nurses
working in the Medical Treatment Center for Autistic Children were the subjects of this study. A semi-
structured interview was conducted with 10 subjects, who gave their consent. The data was
qualitatively analyzed. The results of this analysis led to the selection of five categories. The categories
that corresponded to attitude of nurses which lead to the interactions were [a sense of duty as a
professional] and [belief in the child’s growth]. The categories that corresponded to actual interactions of
those nurses were [controlling a situation], [sharing information], and [preventing dangerous situations].
The results suggested the following: it is necessary to build a culture in hospital wards, where the
nurses who suffer physical and verbal abuse can express their thoughts to coworkers and superiors
without carrying the burden by themselves, and also to promote educational opportunities and training
to develop a perspective of rehabilitation that will allow nurses to perceive the growth of children with

Asperger’s disorder.
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